
 

  

 Brazos was rescued by Feline Network just in 

time. Within 24 hours of intake, it was clear that he had a 

serious skin infection from his chest to his pelvic area. 

His fever climbed to 107 degrees during an emergency 

vet visit; he shivered and would not 

sleep or lie down. He was given an-

tibiotics, but his wounds became 

even more inflamed and the skin 

began to harden. The veterinarian 

said Brazos’ life was in danger 

without surgical debridement of the 

infected tissue.  

Surgery was performed 

within a week and Brazos was 

placed on a regimen of pain medica-

tion as well as five different antibi-

otics to resolve the primary infec-

tion and prevent new infection. 

With roughly 50% of the skin on his 

underside removed, he required dai-

ly dressing changes. Fascinatingly, 

after cleaning his wound, topical 

applications of medical-grade manu-

ka honey were applied to feed the exposed skin cells and 

to act as an antimicrobial agent. The vet overseeing his 

care had artfully sewn loop stitches around the surgical 

site so that his dressings could be laced onto him like a 

shoelace on a shoe. After the dressings were changed he 
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Brazos the Brave 
was placed into a snug body suit to keep the dressings in 

place, and sadly he had to endure a cone for several 

weeks. 

Brazos was such a trooper! Throughout this pro-

cess, he had to be separated from 

his siblings to restrict movement 

and to ensure that that no kitties 

chewed on his bandages. He was 

not only receptive to medication, 

but he became an incredible cuddle 

bug and an endearing shoulder kit-

ty. He was attached to Kristin Perl, 

his foster mom, 24/7 post-op. Band-

aged and swaddled into a fleece 

baby blanket, he nestled nicely into 

the hood of her backward-worn 

sweatshirt. Only Brazos’ head was 

accessible for pets and kisses, and 

he became a nuzzling, kissing 

sweetheart.  

 After Brazos’ wound 

healed, he was reunited with his 

sister Cleo. We thank Kristin for 

the intensive nursing care that was necessary to bring 

Brazos back to health. It took no time to find sweet 

Brazos (and Cleo) a loving home. Rebecca Blanton not 

only adopted Brazos and Cleo, but she also adopted an-

other foster kitten, Goldilocks, from Kristin.  

Brazos smothers Kristin with love. 

Volunteers Take on Epic Rescue 

 Feline Network has been doing a tremendous amount of trapping. There 

are pockets throughout the County that have large numbers of cats and kittens, 

and it is difficult for trappers to keep up.  

 Linda Cohen was called to one such situation at a mobile home park in 

Nipomo after a resident noticed a mama cat nursing kittens in the street. When 

Linda arrived, she counted 21 kittens ranging in age from 5 to 12 weeks old that 

were playing in the street and six adult cats hanging around supervising. Our fos-

ter homes were full to the brim, and Linda thought, “What will we do with all 

these kittens?”  

 This was a unique situation because the children in the neighborhood had 

found playmates in the kittens and so the kittens were tame or semi-tame,  

(Continued on page 2) 

“Leave some for me!” 
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In March I went to a location where a woman was 
feeding a mama cat and three older kittens that needed to be 
trapped and fixed. I set traps and caught all four. The woman 
told me her neighbor across the street was feeding a bunch 
of cats and suggested I contact her.  

I went over and introduced myself to Jody, who said 
I was an angel in answer to her prayers. She lives on a very 
large lot that backs up to a creek and is feeding cats along 
the creek. I asked her how many and she thought around 20 
cats. I made appointments with vet clinics and started trap-
ping. The first week we caught 19 cats, the second week 10 
cats, and there were still more! Since by now the remaining 
cats were trap-smart, it was time to bring out my secret 
weapon: the drop-trap! 
 A drop-trap is a large square trap that is propped up 
on a footing with a rope connected to it so I can pull the trap 
down when the cats are under it. Food is put in the trap for 
several days to entice the cats, and because they can freely 
come and go they feel safe. We set up two of these traps, but 
the site was a bit tricky. Jody moved her extra older car as 
close to the traps as she could and left it there so the cats 
would get used to it. I returned a week later and arrived 
about an hour before she fed the cats, prepared with food, 
drink and a book to read because using a drop-trap can re-
quire a great deal of time and patience. I sat in Jody’s car, 
lying in wait, with the ends of the ropes that were connected 
to the traps looped through the car window so I could pull 
them and drop the traps. We had great success and trapped 
five more cats! 

The two remaining cats were still suspicious of the 
traps, and probably of me. Jody was worried because one of 

the cats was 
female. She 
fed under 
the traps for 
about a 
week. When 
I returned, 
we agreed 
that she 
would 
quickly pull 
the rope 
when the 
cats started 
eating. The 
cats trust 

Jody and they rub on her legs and follow her around when 
she fills food dishes. True to form, the female followed her 
and went under a trap when Jody was filling the dish. She 
pulled the rope and voila! we finally caught her! 

The second cat was too elusive to be trapped, so that 
one got away, but Jody reports that there are no new cats and 
no kittens! 35 cats total, Success!! Jody was very apprecia-
tive of the help and gave a generous donation to the Feline 
Network above and beyond what we spent and asked us to 
“pay it forward.”  

   By Elaine Genasci 

A New Life for Apricot 
We cannot overlook older cats in distress even in 

the middle of kitten season. Beautiful Apricot was owned 

by a homeless woman who loved her dearly but was not 

able to keep up with her 

medical needs and had 

to give her up. Apricot 

is a pure-bred Persian 

about 15 years old and 

was in very poor condi-

tion with an upper res-

piratory infection that 

was so severe she need-

ed two rounds of antibi-

otics. Because she 

couldn’t smell, she did-

n’t eat, and she 

weighed only four 

pounds! She had other 

health issues as well, including deafness and an unsteady 

gait. 

At the same time that we took Apricot in, Mia Sup-

ple, who is a hospice nurse, contacted us about becoming a 

foster mom. It seemed a match made in heaven: hospice 

nurse, hospice cat! However, Apricot surprised us, gained 

weight and returned to good health. Mia says Apricot is the 

sweetest thing on earth. When we put her up for adoption 

we got calls from near and far (Fresno, Davis and Arizona). 

Apricot’s new mom, a very caring and competent person, 

will provide her with a wonderful home in Arizona for the 

remainder of her life.  

Waiting for delivery of their tasty takeout meal. 

Apricot luxuriates in her foster home. 

 

increasing their likelihood of being further socialized. 

 Gay and Dave Richards, who foster in the South 

County, generously offered to help with the kittens. Linda 

picked up seven of the tamer ones to take to them. She 

then, with the help of Lou Ann George, set out traps for the 

adult cats only, since there was no place to put 14 kittens. 

They had to keep chasing the kittens away from the traps in 

order to catch the adults.  

Kathy Schwanitz, a foster mom in SLO, had re-

cently returned from out of state, and she wholeheartedly 

offered to take all 14 kittens! So kitten trapping began, but 

this was made somewhat difficult because the children 

wanted to play with the kittens. “I had to ask a neighbor to 

please come get the kids. Another neighbor came by with a 

dog off leash that chased the kittens. It was like a side-

show.”  

 Fortunately, the kittens and cats were not afraid of 

people and were easy to trap, and the trappers were happy 

to have ended breeding for this pocket of cats. 

Nipomo Trapping 
(Continued from page 1) 

Crafty Trapping of 
Creek Cats 
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TO Honor and Remember 

In Loving Memory of 
Linda Blum, Nancy Malk’s sister, by Barbara Malk 

and Janet Windman. 
Margaret Collier, “a true cat saint & Oceano Ele-

mentary volunteer,“ by Annie Dreizler and the 
South County feral feeders. “She was a generous 
and caring human being who always looked out 
for the needy, including animals.” 

Don Hartley, by Debbie Kraft. 
My late husband Norm Palmer, by Gini Hassing. 

“The picture was 
taken a year after 
my husband re-
ceived a devastat-
ing diagnosis. I de-
cided we needed 
two kittens to 
change our life for 
the better. Norm 
didn’t think it was a 
good idea but, as 
always, went along 
with me. When we 
went to Julie Cole-
man’s house, she 
immediately placed Pooky on Norm’s chest. The 
rest is history. We took the sisters Pooky and 
Bigly home. His life was made better by us hav-
ing them during the last two years of his life.” 

My beloved tortie Breezy & good friend Rose Bum-
gard, by Jane de Goede. 

Booji, by Nancy and Tom Monroe. “Thank you to 
Shelley Massa for all the care and love she has 
given our Sammy through the years. Shelley and 
Watson recently lost their beloved Booji after 16 
½ years.” 

Butters, by Beth Wyatt. 
James, Squish, Alo & Vino, by Beth Wyatt. “I do-

nate this in memory of three much loved cats, all 
almost or more than two decades old! And one 
very sweet dog named Vino. Our beloved Aloys-
ius “Alo” came to us from the shelter in Maui, 
Hawaii. He was born feral and it took many 
years of coaxing and love for him to learn to 
trust us and love us in return. He traveled back 
with us to California and was a large presence in 
the small household of myself and my husband 
Steve. We miss him terribly. He taught us a lot.” 

Maddie, by Alice Rogers. 
Mr. Pibb, by Patty & Mark Mongolo. “Our hearts 

were broken when we had to say goodbye to him 
on 3/21/21 due to complications from kidney dis-
ease. We adopted Mr. Pibb and his sister Bella 
from Feline Network 18 years ago.” 

Rowdy, by Sharon Kamm. “Christine, Elaine and 
all, thank you for caring for all little critters.  

You are angels for sure. I am grateful to know 
you will be able to find wonderful homes for the 
Kamm crew when the time comes. That is a huge 
relief! A little something from dear sweet Rowdy 
is enclosed.” 

Tommy, Carolee Hunt’s tuxedo cat, by Karin 
Groteluschen. “He died peacefully in his sleep at 
16 years of age and will be deeply missed.” 

Willow, by Robert & Mardell Perez. 
Zoe, by Donna & Larry Herbst. “Our beautiful 18-

year-old Zoe passed in March 2021. She came 
from Santa Cruz Shelter and brought us so much 
joy.” 

 
In Honor of 
Lynette Crane, by Ingrid Pires. 
Elaine Genasci, by Sharon Dobson, Cal Poly Cat 

Program Executive Director, “for the incredible 
work she does to TNR feral cats in SLO County. 
We are so grateful.” 

Adele McGee’s birthday, by Elisabeth Grossman. 
The Cat’s Nest, by Kathy & Alan Henderson. 
Pandora (14 years), by Judy Saltzman-Saveker. 
 
In Appreciation of  
Roxanne Bohn, by Gini Hassing. “I just read the 

article about Ben Cartright in your Spring news-
letter. I knew it was time to send another dona-
tion. Reading that his new mom wore gray when 
she went to pick him up so he would know she 
was his mother was so poignant. Life and love 
doesn’t get any better than this.” 

Dr. Maxwell Conn & Roxanne Bohn, by Cindy & 
George Hansen, “for saving “Ben.” 

Lynette Crane & Staff, by Marilyn Hornung. “My 
brother Bill and I are so grateful to you for car-
ing for Belle and finding a loving home for her!” 

Lynette Crane, by Margaret King. “Thank you so 
much for all you did for me and Mew Heffner. 
Also, for all you do period.” 

Lynette Crane, Roxanne Bohn & Kathy Schwanitz, 
by Ralph Nunley & Nancy Fitzgibbons, belated 
parents of Ralph & Evelyn. “It was very kind to 
help Chris and Frank, the two orange middle-
aged kitties, find a new place to hang out. Thank 
you for caring!” 

Gay Richards, by Terri DeGraaf, “A special thanks 
to Gay for all her help in getting a neighborhood 
female cat spayed.” 

Elaine Genasci & Ellen Nelson, by Cynthia Mein. 
“Thank you so much for helping us trap and save 
a mama cat and her 4 kittens. Elaine was able to 
find a foster for the kittens! They were such a 
huge help to me and I am grateful.” 

(Continued on page 4) 

Pooky & Bigly nestle in Norm 
Palmer’s arms. 
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Elaine Genasci & Feline Network, by Jody Ghione. “Thank you so much for our recent trap-fix-release program. 
Elaine is amazing and we would not have been successful without her. Please accept this donation to cover 
costs of my 35 ferals, and hopefully the rest you can use for those who can’t donate or whatever place you feel it 
will be most useful.” 

The Feline Network  
by Pamela Beaumont. “I want to thank Feline Network, especially Lynette and Roxanne, who helped me find Fen-

way a home. Both went above and beyond. I will be forever grateful.” 
by Robynne Davidson. “We have sooo enjoyed Teddy, our adopted feral. He is the greatest cat we have ever had, 

and over 50 years we’ve had over 40 cats.” 
By Nancy Loe and George Libby. “With thanks for our two wonderful cats we adopted last summer. Continue the 

good work.” 
by Michole Nicholson. “Roxanne is one of my heroes! Thanks for all you do.” 
by Ryan & Jodie McLean, McLean Roofing. “Thank you for being selfless and always taking care of all the sweet 

kitties on the Central Coast!” 
by Elana Peters,“in appreciation of the work you do and for my adopted boy JJ aka Precious.” 
by Ena Rasmussen. “Thank you for helping me trap my neighbor’s many cats and kittens. I kept four of them and 

they are doing wonderfully. I so admire the work you are all doing. You are truly my heroes!” 
by Juliane Roberts. “Thank you for helping the cats.” 
by Elizabeth Scattini and grandson. “My 7-year-old grandson saw your newsletter and wanted to donate some of his 

own money. You helped his family trap a mother feral and her kitties a couple of years ago. He has never for-
gotten. Thanks for all you do!” 

by Darcy Swords-Gillen & Dan & Kaiana. “Thank you so much for your help with the feral kitties. We enjoy them 
being on our property but feel better now that they are fixed and vaccinated.” 

by Marleta and Bob Garner. “Thank you, thank you, thank you for your selfless work to help our feline friends.”  

(Continued from page 3) 
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