
 

  

Our first litter of kittens was born at Cold Canyon 

Landfill in early April. An employee called and told us they had 

rescued kittens from the top of a bale of cardboard that was to be 

moved. Volunteer Benita Smith drove to the site and found four 

two- to three-day-old kittens in a cardboard box. There was no 

bedding in the box and they were cold. Kittens chill easily,  

especially newborns, and will not survive if they get too cold. 

Newly found kittens that are chilled need to be warmed gradual-

ly, either in blankets or next to a person’s body underneath a 

shirt or jacket. Benita warmed them before delivering them to  

the foster home of Pamela Werth for bottle feeding and infant 

 care. Sadly, the smallest kitten only lasted for a day, but the  

other three are thriving.  

We have been trapping for years at Cold Canyon Landfill with the help of employees. They maintain feeding stations for the 

altered cats and alert us whenever any new cats show up, keeping the cat population under control. 
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Feral populations develop when people who have not altered their cats remand them to the outdoors or abandon them to 

fend for themselves. People will abandon entire litters of kittens. It is beyond us to understand how someone can drive out to a coun-

try road, open the door and put a litter of kittens along the roadside, but they do! These are not wild animals that know how to sur-

vive alone. They don’t know how to hunt or find food or water. They are subject to starvation, injury and innumerable diseases as 

well as a lifetime plagued by worms and fleas. They are hit by cars and killed by predators. If they survive, they will reproduce and 

following generations will reproduce and a growing colony of feral cats will result.  

 Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) programs have proven to be very 

effective at reducing feral cat populations in our area, as well as im-

proving the quality of life for these cats. The cats are fixed, returned to 

their area and a station is set up to feed and monitor the colony. Critics 

of TNR programs complain that by maintaining these stations, we are 

perpetuating the cat problem; however, it is quite the contrary. Once 

cats are spayed and neutered, the breeding ends and the colony stabi-

lizes. When a new cat shows up at the feeding station it will be 

trapped and spayed or neutered.  

 The City of San Luis Obispo is a great example of a success-

ful TNR program. When the Feline Network started trapping over 15 

years ago, it seemed as though there were feral cats everywhere: in 

backyards and mobile home parks, along the creek, behind many res-

taurants and near industrial areas of the city. This is no longer the 

(Continued on page 2) 

TNR Makes a Difference 

Muffin was cared for at a feral feeding station in Oceano 
for eight years before she and two companion cats were 
relocated to a safe yard. 

Our First Kittens of the 
Season Snug as Bugs. 

There’s nothing like warm 
formula to fill the tummy. 

A Warm Rescue at Cold Canyon 
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case. Volunteers devoted many hours to trapping cats, transporting them to vets for spay and neuter, 

and returning them to where they were living. Feeding stations were set up and Feline Network vol-

unteers or people who lived or worked nearby maintained them. The feral cats that were once so 

numerous lived out their lives and the size and numbers of colonies were greatly reduced. Since 

there was no ongoing breeding, there were no new offspring. We still get calls in San Luis Obispo, 

but they are less frequent and usually concern fewer cats. New colonies do sprout up in industrial 

areas towards the outskirts of the city, and we try to act on these calls as soon as possible.  

 Alas, the situation is not the same in the South County. We still get many calls regarding 

feral or unaltered stray cats, and most of our rescued cats and kittens come from the South County. 

Our TNR program got a later start in the South County because it took time to find volunteer trap-

pers and veterinarians who would work with us on spay and neuter. The area is also much larger 

and more spread out, extending from Avila Beach to Nipomo, including all communities in between 

and an extensive outlying rural area. It is not unusual for our volunteers to travel more than 10 miles 

to get to a trapping situation. A few years ago, some of our experienced trappers moved away or 

had to quit trapping for health reasons. During the time it took to recruit new trappers, some feral 

cat situations were probably not taken care of. 

 In spite of the seemingly endless phone calls and rescue work, we know we have made 

and continue to make a difference in the South County. We spay or neuter several hundred cats 

each year and rescue innumerable kittens. The number of cats turned in to Animal Services from 

the South County is much lower since we began our TNR program there. We cannot help but think how out-of-control the feral cat  

problem would be if the Feline Network was not there to intervene. TNR does work, but it takes dedication and lots of hard work 

and perseverance on the part of our volunteers, willingness of veterinarians in the community to partner with us, and the financial  

support of our donors. 

(Continued from page 1) 

TNR makes a difference 

TO Honor and Remember 

In Loving Memory of 
Elizabeth Buehnerkemper, mother of Mary Buehnerkem-
per, a long-time volunteer and board member, by her 
friends at the Feline Network. “Elizabeth was not a cat 
person, but Mary’s cat Cujo weedled his way into her 
heart. Although she didn’t like cats in the house, Cujo was 
different. He was a gentleman.”  

Phoebe Eastin, by Libby Drapela 

Ray Ericson, by Diane Hendrickson, “our dear friend 
who has recently passed away.” 

Don Hartley, by Debbie Kraft 

Louise Mary Monforte, by Mari Robeson, “my sister who loved animals very much.” 

Diane Oldt, by Grace Plemons, “my loving sister.   Diane Oldt, by Judith Walker 
She loved cats more than anything in this world and   Diane Oldt, by Kristy Wilson, “with love.” 
it is my pleasure to honor her in this way.”   Diane Oldt, by Donald Oldt 

Dorothy Piper, by Shelley Massa 

My very special and most loving Calico Girl, by Francie & Neil Johnson, “whom I lost two days before Christmas. I miss her 
so much. She was the most gentle and loving girl ever.” 

Clover, by Paulette Douglas 

Cylie, by Nic Gaudiuso and Toni Erpenback, “who warmed our laps, our beds and our hearts. You are so greatly missed.” 

Dude (helped by Dr. Berg and Lynette Crane) & Hallow, by Carol & Peter Reese, “They are missed by ‘Big Boy,’  
‘Momma’ and us.” 

Lovie Shrefler, by Carolee & Emilee Hunt, The Cat’s Nest, “Another one of our girls has passed. Lovie was a true survivor.” 

Morrison, by Carolyn B. Underwood 

Our beloved “Saffy” (Saffron), by Collette Marie, “We saved you, but you saved us as well, with your gentle love. Darol and I 
will never, ever forget you.” 

ButterBall (“BB”) Knott, by Kim Meyer, “a former ‘feral’ kitty 
who recently passed after a life well 
lived. This donation is made to sup-
port BB’s brother and sister feral 
kitties. He paved the way for many 
others, teaching us that feral cats 
save a special spot in their hearts to 
give and receive love from very spe-
cial chosen human beings. He will 
live on in our hearts forever.” 

No Ear lived a feral life for  
12 long years before he died.  
He was cared for at a feeding 
station in Oceano. 
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TO Honor and Remember 

In Loving Memory of   (continued from page 2) 
Stripee, the Mighty Huntress, by Marina & Randy Matthews 
My baby boy Velvet, by Ruth Love, “a beautiful healthy boy. He died on Valentine’s Day. He was born on the property and I 
cared for him all his life. He always had dry food, but every afternoon I would call his name and he would come to me and I 
would feed him a small dish of wet food and I would sit with him and talk to him while he ate. I had a chair I sat in a foot away 
from him. He ate and I sat, every afternoon. After he ate, he would climb a pole and go back into the ivy where he lived.”  

 

In Honor of  
Roxanne Bohn, by Karen Ellis 

The Cat’s Nest (aka Carolee and Emilee), by Kathy  
and Alan Henderson 

Annie Dreizler & Lynette Crane, by Laurence F. Mirels, 
“for all their dedicated work for the Feline Network and 
for trapping, caring for and fostering Oede (de Goede). 
Oede is a very handsome boy and is thriving in his new 
home.”  

Kathleen Schwanitz, by Isabel & Ralph L. Smith 

Ted & Carol, by Alice Thorpe & Bob Mayberry,  
“they bring us lots of love & laughs & they are living  
the ‘good life.’” 

 

In Appreciation of 
Lynette Crane, by Julie Austin. “Thank you for all your advice and options for the neighbor’s cats. I hope I can help them to live 
long, peaceful lives.” 

Lynette Crane & Roxanne Bohn, by Alessia Passalacqua, “I recently needed your assistance in finding a new home for my late 
mother’s loving companion, Romeo. Lynette took my call and information. Her calm and confidence were very comforting to me. 
Roxanne did a great job with the photo, the tailored description of the kitty for Craigslist and screening the calls of inquiry. She 
got me in touch with an interested party, and as a result Romeo has been adopted by a kind, loving person.” 

Lynette Crane & The Feline Network, by Jan Gradowitz, “Thank you for taking care of Sunny.” 

Roxanne Bohn & The Feline Network, by Lynette Kirkpatrick, “Thank you Roxanne for presenting ’Rin’ on social media for 
me. You have a special gift showing how special each cat is to prospective adopters. The Feline Network is a fantastic organiza-
tion. I’m so impressed with your volunteer-based cat rescue.” 

Christine Collie, Alice Welchert & The Feline Network, by Pat Snodgrass (see related story)  

 

In Honor of Oliver, by Sally M. 
Bustamante, “I recently adopted a cat 
from you (Carson). He’s a 10-year-
old male and we get along great. He 
follows me around the house, sits on 
my lap when I watch TV and sleeps 
with me. I’m 85 years old. His new 
name is “Oliver,” and he makes me 
very happy. I love him!” 

In Appreciation of  

the Feline Network,  
by Alvina D.  
     Marsolek.  

“Thank you for taking 
the four kittens we 
found on our property 
in Arroyo Grande last 
July 2017. They were 
born in my husband’s 
fishing boat and  
were already four  

to five weeks old. We were leaving on vacation and 
they had been abandoned by their mother (or a  
coyote got her). I was given a name to contact and 
within a day someone came and captured the  
kittens. We knew they would be safe now and  
would find a good home. Thank you for your  
kindness to animals.” 

In Appreciation of 
Roxanne Bohn & 
Elaine Genasci, by 
Wynell L. Martinez.  

“Our wonderful kit-
tens have grown into 
beautiful and loving 
cats. Playful and 
active. I am so glad 
we took all three 

kittens as they are truly bonded. I can’t imagine 
them not together. They have also adapted to our 
older cat. I have included pictures of them in De-
cember. Thomas Anthony is on the left, Lillie Mae 
(always in the middle) and Harrison James on the 
right. They seem to sleep and sit this way. Tom is 
the leader but Harrison has surpassed him in 
weight. Harrison used to be the smallest but now 
eats the most. Lillie is smaller and feminine but an 
explorer. All are happy. We are too. Thanks so 
much for this rescue. These are special cats.” 
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Good Things Happen Here! 

 In early spring last year, a female cat took up residence in my yard in Los Osos. Being the cat sucker that I am, I 

started feeding her. In early June I looked in my backyard AND she had kittens!  

 I called Woods and was told to call Animal Services. They informed me “my yard, 

my responsibility for trapping.” My vet told me about the Feline Network and I ended up 

speaking with Christine Collie in San Luis who loaned me kitten traps. I was also given the 

name of Katrina Van Conant in Los Osos who fosters kittens. Within a week I had trapped 

two of the kittens and turned them over to Katrina. As to the last two, well, mom (by now 

named Peaches) had told them not to go anywhere near the traps. 

 After a month the little ones aged out of the kitten traps. Alice Welchert in Los Osos, 

a Feline Network volunteer, came over with two adult traps and a carrier that opened from the 

top. I was eventually able to trap the kittens, which were weaned by this time. Two weeks 

later I captured Peaches (just picked her up and plopped her in the top-opening carrier) and my 

problem was fixed. 

 I have had a cat now for 10 or 11 years that at one time lived across the street. Her 

owners went away and left her in the garage, and she kept coming to my house. When the 

owners came home, she still kept coming. She went back and forth until one day she was sit-

ting there like “Here I am! I’m yours!” She never left again. She is the second neighborhood 

cat that has adopted me. 

 Now I have one indoor/outdoor cat and three outdoor/slightly indoor cats. We will 

see what the future holds. I think there is a neon sign in front of my house that says, “Come 

here! Good things happen here!” 

By Pat Snodgrass   

These good kittens were fostered  
by Katrina. 


